
Denesųłįne (Chipewyan) Practical Syllabics
Onset

Vowel
Final Notes:

• A dot over a u-syllabic 
indicates the vowel /o/: 
ᓄ is /nu/ while ᓅ is 
/no/. 

• The dot over an e-syl-
labic indicates the re-
duced /ë/ sound: ᓀ is 
/ne/ while ᓀ̇ is /në/. 
Many Roman orthography 
Chipewyan texts use a 
different analysis of the e-
vowel, namely the division 
is between /e/ and /ɛ/. 
For this reason, the dot 
over the e-series could on 
occasion be omitted by 
some writers.

• Tone is not generally 
included when writing in 
Practical Syllabics. High 
tone can be indicated 
with an accent over the 
syllabic: e.g. ᐊ́, ᑌ́. Tone 
might only be written: for 
pedagogical purposes, for 
a dictionary, or to specifi-
cally mark a syllable for 
tone to disambiguate the 
word. 

a e i u
V ᐊ ᐁ ᐃ ᐅ  
v̨ ᐊᐠ ᐁᐠ ᐃᐠ ᐅᐠ  
ʔ ᐥᐊ ᐥᐁ ᐥᐃ ᐥᐅ ᐊᐥ
h ᐊᑊ ᐁᑊ ᐃᑊ ᐅᑊ ᐊᑋ²
w ᐧᐊ ᐧᐁ ᐧᐃ ᐧᐅ ᐊᐤ²
b ᐸ ᐯ ᐱ ᐳ ᐊᑉ²
d ᑕ ᑌ ᑎ ᑐ ᐊᐨ³
r ᖍ ᖊ ᖋ ᖌ ᐊᙆ²
t ᕦ ᕞ ᕠ ᕤ ᐊᒡ³
t’ ᑕᑊ ᑌᑊ ᑎᑊ ᑐᑊ  
g ᐣᗃ ᐣᗀ ᐣᗁ ᐣᗂ ᐊᐦ³
gw ᐧᐣᗃ ᐧᐣᗀ ᐧᐣᗁ ᐧᐣᗂ
k ᑲ ᑫ ᑭ ᑯ ᐊᐠ³
kw ᐧᑲ ᐧᑫ ᐧᑭ ᐧᑯ
k’ ᑲᑊ ᑫᑊ ᑭᑊ ᑯᑊ  
kw’ ᐧᑲᑊ ᐧᑫᑊ ᐧᑭᑊ ᐧᑯᑊ
gh ᗃ ᗀ ᗁ ᗂ ᐊᑊ³
ghw ᐧᗃ ᐧᗀ ᐧᗁ ᐧᗂ
kh ᒼᐊ ᒼᐁ ᒼᐃ ᒼᐅ ᐊᕁ
khw ᐧᒼᐊ ᐧᒼᐁ ᐧᒼᐃ ᒼᐧᐅ
l ᕍ ᕃ ᕄ ᕊ ᐊᔆ²
ł ᒼᕍ ᒼᕃ ᒼᕄ ᒼᕊ ᐊᐟ³
dl ᐨᖉ ᐨᖆ ᐨᖇ ᐨᖈ  
tł ᖉ ᖆ ᖇ ᖈ  
tł’ ᖉᑊ ᖆᑊ ᖇᑊ ᖈᑊ  
m ᒪ ᒣ ᒥ ᒧ ᐊᒼ³
n ᓇ ᓀ ᓂ ᓄ ᐊᐣ³
z ᐣᓴ ᐣᓭ ᐣᓯ ᐣᓱ ᐊᓑ³
s ᓴ ᓭ ᓯ ᓱ ᐊᐢ³
dz ᐨᘔ ᐨᘛ ᐨᘚ ᐨᘕ  
ts ᘔ ᘛ ᘚ ᘕ  
ts’ ᘔᑊ ᘛᑊ ᘚᑊ ᘕᑊ  
y ᔭ ᔦ ᔨ ᔪ ᐊᐩ²
zh ᐣᖚ ᐣᖗ ᐣᖘ ᐣᖙ ᐊ³
sh ᖚ ᖗ ᖘ ᖙ ᐊᒃ³
j ᐨᗴ ᐨᗯ ᐨᗰ ᐨᗱ  
ch ᗴ ᗯ ᗰ ᗱ  
ch’ ᗴᑊ ᗯᑊ ᗰᑊ ᗱᑊ  
dh ᐣᒐ ᐣᒉ ᐣᒋ ᐣᒍ ᐊ³
th ᒐ ᒉ ᒋ ᒍ ᐊᒢ³
ddh ᐨᕮ ᐨᕫ ᐨᕬ ᐨᕭ  
tth ᕮ ᕫ ᕬ ᕭ  
tth’ ᕮᑊ ᕫᑊ ᕬᑊ ᕭᑊ  


